Who do you think are the people with the most influence on lighting practice? Some would say it is those who carry out research on new lighting technologies or on new benefits of lighting and who publish their findings in journals like Lighting Research and Technology. Others would argue that it is the people who develop new methods of design or who create award-winning designs to inspire others. While both researchers and designers are undeniably important to the development of lighting practice, I would argue that the people with the most influence on lighting practice are those who work on lighting standards.
There are two types of lighting standards, product standards and application standards. Product standards are concerned with the safety and performance of lighting products and are therefore influenced by their electrical, mechanical and optical radiation hazards as well as wider considerations such as the desire to remove inefficient products from the market. Product standards are important because they determine what the designer has to work with. Application standards are concerned with what conditions lighting installations should seek to achieve. It is in application standards that you will find tables of illuminances, illuminance uniformities, glare indices, colour rendering indices and so on. These application standards have a great influence on lighting practice.
Given the importance of standards to lighting practice, it is necessary to appreciate how standards are developed. The answer is complex. Standards are developed at many different levels, from world-wide through continental to national, from those with de jure legal power to those with de facto legal influence. Anyone who wants to understand the structure of current lighting standards is recommended to read a paper by Peter Thorns in the 2019, issue 2 of Light and Engineering. But who are these people who toil away in developing standards? Some are the researchers and designers mentioned above because standards have to have a sound scientific foundation. Others are business people who understand the practical implications for what gets built. Yet others are members of the great and the good who have an understanding of how the standard under consideration fits within an overarching aim such as greater sustainability.
All those involved in lighting practice owe a debt of gratitude to the people who work in developing standards. There is little kudos to be had from such work but there is a lot of frustration and no shortage of criticism. It many ways, working on standards is a thankless task. And now the world of lighting standards has lost one of its most diligent, industrious and intelligent participants. Lou Bedocs, who died in February, was a part of the lighting world for more than 50 years, developing new products, advocating new design approaches and for many years at the heart of the development of European lighting standards. He will be sadly missed by all who knew him. He set the standard for those who follow.
